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the upper, mixed deciduous and coniferous forests grow where
climatic conditions are favourable. There is little agriculture
except in the valleys, the population is scanty, and the further
development of the region is probably contingent upon the
discovery of mineral wealth.' The Sahara is habitable only in the
oases, such as those at Tafilelt, where the water from mountain
streams can be used for purposes of irrigation before it is lost in the
desert.
THE SPANISH ZONES. In the lowlands of the northern Spanish
zone much of the soil is very fertile, water is abundant, and the
climatic conditions are favourable, but/ notwithstanding these
advantages, agriculture is in a very backward condition, a result
very largely of the long misettled political state of the country.
Iron ore is mined in Er Rif and shipped from Melilla. In the
southern Spanish zone, where the rainfall is low, the cultivation of a
the date palm and stock-raising are the main pursuits of the people,
COMMUNICATIONS AND TRADE. Morocco has about 500 miles of
normal-gauge railway and over 750 miles of narrow gauge. The
normal gauge line runs from Marrakesh by Ber Rechid (connected
by a branch with the phosphate deposits at Oued Zem), Casablanca,
Kenitra, Petijean (where it is joined by the line from Tangier), and
Meknes to Fez. Fez is connected with Oujda, close to the Algerian
frontier, by a narrow gauge line, and from it there breaks off near
Guercif, another which follows the valley of the Moulouya to
Midelt, while from Oujda a normal gauge hue runs south to Bou
Arfa.
The chief exports are phosphates, eggs, wheat, barley, and alfa,
while the imports include textiles, sugar, tea, iron and steel goods,
machinery and hardware, and mineral oil. The bulk of the exports
go to France, and about two-thirds of the imports comes from
France and Great Britain.
ALGERIA l
The French colony of Algeria extends along the Mediterranean
coast for a distance of about 650 miles. Including the deserts
it has an area of 847,000 square miles, and a population of over
7,000,000, of whom nearly 1,000,000 are Europeans.
Three distinct physical regions may be recognized.   The Tell
1 L'A Ig&fie, by A. Bernard (1931), gives a valuable account of the country.